Pediatric upper airway and congenital anomalies.
Understanding the differences between the infant upper airway and the adult upper airway is important in properly managing the infant and pediatric airway. Proper history and physical examination and selection of the appropriate endotracheal tubes, LMAs, and laryngoscopes are key to managing the normal infant and pediatric airway. The difficult infant and pediatric airway requires planning, preparation, and teamwork. The LMA, the light wand, and fiberoptic bronchoscope are important tools for managing the difficult pediatric airway. Congenital syndromes associated with difficult airways pose a unique set of challenges. Postoperative problems include postextubation croup and obstructive sleep apnea. Extubating the infant or child with a difficult airway should be orchestrated as carefully as intubating the infant or child with a difficult airway.